
Waste Management and Recycling -
The Enabler of Plastics Circularity

17 Dec 2020



PAST ACTIVITY

INTRODUCTION CURRENT PAST ISSUES MOVING FORWARD



The Malaysian Plastics Recyclers Association (MPRA) was formed in 2014 to spur 
the growth of the plastics recycling industry, enhance integrity and to engage with 
Government and regulators. The MPRA aims to keep members informed of industry 
developments in order to stay globally competitive, amid the recent growth of the 
plastics recycling industry and the increasingly sophisticated operating 
environment. MPRA plays a key role in building a sustainable platform for the 
plastics recycling industry and supports sustainable practices and education. 

For more information, visit http://www.mpra.com.my

马来西亚塑料再生工会（MPRA）成立于2014年，目的是促进塑料回收商的
发展。塑料回收行业，增强诚信并与政府和监管机构接触。MPRA的目的是
在塑料回收行业的最新发展和日益复杂的运营环境中，使成员了解行业发展
情况，以保持全球竞争力。MPRA在为塑料再生行业建立可持续平台方面发
挥着关键作用，并支持可持续实践和教育。

有关更多信息，请访问http://www.mpra.com.my
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In 2018, China’s National Sword Policy came into effect. The ban of 24 types of solid waste 
imports to the country including plastic waste caused a global disruption of the market for 
recyclable material. 

This led to the redirection of plastic waste to Southeast Asia and other developing countries 
with less capacity and weaker regulatory frameworks to deal with the massive amounts of 
waste. From January to July 2018, Malaysia became the world’s top destination for plastic 
waste exports, importing more than 750,000 tonnes of plastic waste including foreign 
domestic household waste. 

The massive influx of waste to Malaysia led to a sharp rise in illegal recycling facilities as well 
as illegal dumpsites, creating land, water and air pollution that has affected several 
communities nationwide.
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The problems plaguing the plastic recycling industry are not new to Malaysia, including 
allegations of smuggling, factories operating with no proper licensing and environmental 
pollution controls, gangsterism, political-business nexus, and a lack of public access to 
information. 

The ease with which illicit activity took place in so many locations throughout Malaysia and 
the impunity with which actors function despite causing severe environmental destruction 
points to pervasive petty corruption and the complacency of regulators. 

Both factors have exposed weaknesses in enforcement and oversight mechanisms which 
enabled the prevalence of environmental crimes that will ultimately exacerbate the climate 
crisis and further threaten peoples’ health, a serious concern factor.
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Scan QR code to download 
White Paper



MPRA is fully engaged and committed with below program :

a) Malaysia Plastic Pact (MPP) - will be known as Malaysia Sustainable 
Plastic Alliance (MaSPA) fully lead by Kementerian Alam Sekitar dan Air 
(KASA)

b) United Nation Environmental Program - Coordinating Body on the Seas of 
East Asia (COBSEA)

c) Collaborative Action for Single-Use Plastic Prevention in South East Asia 
(CAP-SEA) - Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) Blueprint

d) Circular Economy Roadmap - program lead by Department of 
Environment (DOE) partnering with World Bank 
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Malaysia Sustainable Plastic Alliance (MaSPA) lead by Kementerian Alam Sekitar dan Air (KASA)
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United Nation Environmental Program - Coordinating Body on the Seas of East Asia (COBSEA)
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Collaborative Action for Single-Use Plastic Prevention in South East Asia (CAP-SEA)

CURRENT SITUATION

Based on the study, WWF proposed

• Mandatory EPR scheme

• Inclusion of system-relevant packaging, products and obliged 

companies

• Proposed to have one, non-profit Producer Responsibility 

Organization (PRO)

• Modulated fees - Steered recycling market through application 

of reduced EPR fees for high-value recyclable packaging and 

an increased EPR fee for low-value and non-recyclable 

packaging, paid by the obliged companies

• Strict monitoring and control systems – these could be carry 

out by government agencies



Circular Economy Roadmap - program lead by Department of Environment (DOE) partnering with 
World Bank 
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Plastic Material Flow - From Resin to Product to Waste
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# Projection from JaIME & MPMA
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National Recycling Rate Research 
*reported by SW Corp Malaysia
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SOLUTION : Chemical Recycling - Pyrolysis

*Slide presentation by Honeywell.
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THE END
PLEASE RECYCLE


