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What is UNEA
Who: The United Nations Environment 
Assembly (UNEA) is the world’s highest-level 
decision-making body on the environment, 
meeting biennially on uneven years.

Where: UNEP is headquartered in Nairobi, 
Kenya and has six regional offices (RO) - Africa, 
Asia and Pacific, Europe, Latin America and the 

Caribbean, North America, and West Asia.

 Due to COVID-19 UNEA-5.1 convened virtually on 22 and 23 February 2021 to deal with budget 
and institutional issues. It will reconvene in-person in February 2022 to discuss key substantive 
issues.

 Additional high-level and side events are foreseen to be organized in advance of and during the 
resumed in-person session of UNEA-5 (e.g. Ministerial Conference on Marine Litter and Plastic 
Pollution Sept 1 – 2, 2021).

Latest News



 Women, Children and Youth, Farmers, NGOs, 
Indigenous Peoples and their Communities, 
Workers and Trade Unions, The Scientific and 
Technological Community, Local Authorities, and 
Business and Industry. 

 Regional representatives from the six UNEP 
regions, specialized accredited NGOs.

How Industry Engages in UNEA /UNEP
The following non-state stakeholders participate in the 
UNEA-5 process:



 The AHEG has met four times - most recently in a 
virtual setting in November 2020.  

 Support for the development of a new global 
framework on marine litter in some form is 
growing.  

 It is unclear on what the new framework will include 
and which elements will be legally binding vs. 
voluntary.

Marine Litter & Microplastics
In 2017, during UNEA-3, member states agreed to establish an Ad Hoc Open-Ended 
Expert Group (AHEG) to “further examine the barriers to and options for combating 
marine plastic litter and microplastics from all sources”

Latest News



 Focuses on sustainable consumption and production across 
lifecycle (all sectors of plastics value chain)

 Broad scope to include: raw material extraction, design, 
international trade, microplastics and chemical additives

 Binding elements: International Sustainability Criteria for plastics 
and additives; National Plastic Management Plans (NPMP) 
submitted to the agreement; monitoring and reporting 
frameworks to track progress.

 Elimination of “avoidable and problematic” products.

 Production of less plastic is key objective

 Eliminate primary microplastic releases; material and product 
redesign to minimize abrasion during intended use

Nordic Council Proposal



 Calls for a legally binding treaty on plastic pollution. 

 Scope is still to be determined—proposal suggests creation of 
regulatory framework that might include bans on specific 
products, waste management infrastructure, setting of targets, 
etc.

 Eliminate plastic leakage into environment by a specific date

 Harmonized regulatory standards and definitions across markets

 Mobilized funds and investments needed to improve waste 
management capabilities in key markets.

 Creation of a dedicated financial mechanism that states would be 
required to contribute to

WWF/Ellen MacArthur/BCG



Plastic Industry Position
• Commitment to eliminate leakage (adopt Osaka Blue Ocean Vision)

• Establish National Action Plans

• Harmonized definitions & reporting (with industry input)

• Guidance to improve product design (with industry input)

• Waste management capacity building (ensure access & improve 

infrastructure)

• Technology deployment (chemical/advanced recycling)

• Achieve climate goals (life cycle analysis) 



• The goal is to develop a flexible and transparent governance 
framework.

• Flexibility for countries to adapt regulatory frameworks and 
prevent adverse environmental, health, and socioeconomic 
impacts.

• Impacts of proposed measures must be assessed to reduce 
regrettable substitutions. 

• Global regulation or controls of plastics & plastic products may 
have unintended consequences, not allow for solutions based 
on local conditions and may negatively impact achievement of 
the SDGs.

Flexibility is Critical 



Areas of Collaboration Between Industry and Government

• Collaboration between the private sector, civil society, and governments to replicate 

solutions at scale will be critical.

• Development of national and regional waste management action plans should be 

developed with industry and stakeholder engagement, seeking to advance a more 

circular economy, while addressing leakage of plastic and other waste into the 

environment. 

• National plans should:

• Focus on waste management hierarchy

• Enable a circular economy

• Elevate the priority of waste management

• Facilitate funding

• Promote consumer education



Industry Solutions – Alliance to End Plastic Waste
The Alliance to End Plastic Waste (AEPW) believes ending plastic waste is achievable 
through innovative and impactful solutions, deployed at-scale whilst partnering with 
communities around the world. 

Project STOP Jembrana

“Created the regency’s first-
ever solid waste management 
service with a full recycling 
system that will create new 
and permanent jobs. 

Closing the Loop

“Supports local entrepreneurs in 
Accra, Ghana. Plastic waste is 
collected, regrinded, and sold to 
be reused in products such as 
household or building materials.” 

End Plastic Waste Innovation 
Platform

“Fosters startups from across the 
plastic value chain, and transform 
plastic waste management around 
the world.”

The Incubation Network 

“Design and deliver programs that 
drive investment, innovation, and 
partnerships for inclusive and 
gender-responsive waste 
management and circular economy 
solutions.”Photo and  Text Source: Alliance to End Plastic Waste 



Industry Solutions – Circulate Capital
Circulate Capital is an investment management firm dedicated to financing innovation, 
companies, and infrastructure that prevent the flow of plastic waste into the world's 
ocean while advancing the circular economy. 

Supported the establishment of The Circulate Initiative, a 
“mission-aligned non-profit organization that incubates, 
measures and amplifies inclusive waste management and 
recycling solutions that stop plastic waste from flowing into 
the ocean while promoting equity and economic prosperity.”

The Circulate Capital Ocean Fund (CCOF) provides both debt and 
equity financing to waste management, recycling, and circular 
economy start-ups and SMEs in India, Indonesia, Thailand, 
Vietnam and the Philippines. CCOF helps solutions to scale and 
replicate by connecting them to the supply chains of the world’s 
leading companies.

Photo and  Text Source: Circulate Capital 



Terima Kasih! 


