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Thank you Emcee. 

Assalamualaikum and Good Afternoon. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
1. First and foremost, allow me to record my appreciation to YBhg. 

Datuk Lim Kok Boon, President of the Malaysian Plastics 

Manufacturers Association (MPMA) for the well-delivered and 

insightful welcoming remarks. I also wish to thank MPMA for inviting 

MITI to give the keynote address at the first “Virtual Technology 

Month of MPMA Plastech Month 2021”.  

 
2. I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate MPMA for 

organising this Conference which will highlight the latest 

developments in the plastic industry, covering various topics such as 

circular economy, recycling trends and technologies, and smart 

manufacturing.  I believe the participants will benefit from the many 

programmes outlined throughout the one-month event and gain 

insights from the perspectives of leading plastics technology experts 

from local as well as overseas. 



2 
 

3. The theme “Staying Relevant: The Power of Technology” is pertinent 

as the country makes progress into the recovery phase from the 

COVID-19 pandemic. On this note, I would like to underscore the 

importance of the plastic industry in the manufacturing supply chain 

as evidenced by the approvals to operate during the pandemic critical 

period.  I believe now that almost all economic sectors are allowed to 

operate, your operations are now back on schedule and things have 

steadily returned to normalcy for the plastics industry.  

 
Ladies and Gentlemen 

 
4. In the Second Quarter of 2021, the manufacturing sector contributed  

RM81.7 billion or 24.3% to the national GDP, an improved 

performance compared with RM64.5 billion or 22.3% share during the 

same period in 2020. The steady performance of the manufacturing 

sector was driven by petroleum, chemical, rubber & plastics products 

followed by the E&E sector. 

 
5. The chemical sub-sector, which includes refined petroleum, chemical 

and petrochemical, and plastic products collectively contributed 6.1% 

to the Manufacturing GDP in Q2-2021, with plastic products alone 

contributing 0.8%. The sector also employs approximately 300,000 

workers or 13.5% of the 2.23 million employment in the 

manufacturing sector during the same period.   

 
6. Based on the sector’s contribution to the country, not only in terms of 

value but also in supporting other sub-sectors across the 

manufacturing value chain, MITI is positioning the chemical sector, 

including plastics and composites, towards producing higher value-
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added and market-driven products which will in turn drive the growth 

and development of other sub-sectors in the country. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

7. The theme of the Conference is also aligned with the objectives under 

the National Policy on Industry 4.0 (Industry4WRD) which aims to 

transform the manufacturing industry and its related services to be 

smarter, structured, and more efficient through the adoption of 

Industry 4.0 technologies. It is imperative for Malaysia to transform or 

leapfrog at an accelerated pace and embrace Industry 4.0 as a critical 

cornerstone to propel and sustain its future manufacturing 

competitiveness.  I take this opportunity to encourage the plastics 

industry players to work with MITI and Agencies in undertaking the 

many programmes and initiatives under the Industry4WRD policy to 

enhance your production capabilities and increase productivity.  

 
8. I would also like to call upon the industry to keep pace with global 

trends on sustainability and move towards a circular plastic economy. 

As we know, the impact of plastic waste and production on the 

environment, coupled with consumption on plastics, may have 

contributed to a high carbon footprint. As such, the plastic 

consumption and production systems need to be more circular, 

efficient, and sustainable for a longer use, and ready for reuse and 

recycling to recreate the value until end of life. 

 
9. Another aspect that the industry must be aware of is the 

Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) principle which has 

become an increasingly important criterion for inclusive, equitable 

and sustainable growth. Foreign investors are increasingly 
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considering the ESG factors in their investment decisions. As such, it 

is critical for our industry stakeholders to find ways to improve their 

ESG practices to score investment opportunities and sustain 

businesses in line with these future trends.   

 
10. For your information, MITI is currently restructuring and streamlining 

the national investment policies through the National Investment 

Aspirations (NIA) framework, and one of the key principles in the NIA 

framework is ESG. For the benefit of all attending today, the NIA aims 

to create high-value jobs, extend domestic linkages, develop new and 

existing clusters, and improve inclusivity alongside the ESG to propel 

long term growth for Malaysia through the flow of sustainable quality 

investment and ultimately becoming the epicentre for economic and 

business activities in the region.  

 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 
11. Before I end, let me reassure you of MITI’s continuous commitment 

to support the industry in charting the way forward for Malaysia’s 

plastic industry growth. We value your continuous engagements and 

contribution in assisting the Government in creating business- 

friendly and facilitative industrial and trade policies.  

 
12. Moving forward, I take this opportunity to urge you to equip 

yourselves with the latest developments and technological 

advancements either individually or collectively via MPMA. I wish 

everyone all the best and may the Conference be a successful 

beginning for similar opportunities in the future for the plastics 

industry.    

Thank you. 


